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ABOUT
This project aims to shed light on the energy
dynamics within the hog industry in North
Carolina. We will explore the complex set of
relationships among those with an economic,
environmental, cultural and political stake in the
industry. We plan to inform, engage and surprise
through the multimedia telling of human stories
behind the facts.
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When Chinese conglomerate WH
Group bought Smithfield Foods in fall
2013, the purchase brought public
attention to the growing demand for
pork on a global scale.

The purchase also raised questions
closer to the Smithfield, Va., home of
the well-known pork company.
Observers mulled the international
ownership of a Southern-based foods
company and the trickle-down effect
on both contract and independent
hog farmers, as well as on some of
the environmental sustainability
policies that Smithfield supports. In
North Carolina, Smithfield is the
primary player in the hog industry
and operates the world’s largest pork
processing plant.

Story 3

Kathleen Kirkham, director of corpo-

rate communications at Smithfield

Foods in Smithfield, Va., said the chief executive officer of
WH Group, Wan Long, made several promises to Smithfield
that certain practices, including strong efforts regarding
sustainability, wouldn’t change as a result of the buyout.

“We believed him, but you’re also wondering, is this really
true?” Kirkham said. At this point, the company has not seen
any significant changes. “Our management teams are still in
place, and all of our policies are still in place, so from a
Smithfield standpoint, it’s sort of business as usual in the
United States.”

As the demand for pork is seeing an international upsurge,
led by China, the hog industry continues to consolidate,
putting profits into fewer pockets. The environmental effects
of hog production have occupied farmers, consumers and
legislators during the last few decades, and now the decisi-
ons about how to deal with these effects are in the hands of
fewer and larger corporations.

In light of consolidation across international markets and the
emergence of expensive technology that can convert hog
waste into renewable energy, the question becomes: Who
will be responsible for bringing waste management techno-
logy innovations to the North Carolina hog industry, and

CONTACT US

Porkopoly

The pork production industry conso-

lidates under C...na's WH Group

By Dree Deacon

When Chinese conglomerate WH
Group bought Smithfield Foods in
fall 2013, the purchase brought
public attention to the growing
demand for pork on a global scale.

Pork Culture
The purchase also raised questions
closer to the Smithfield, Va., home
of the well-known pork company.
Observers mulled the international
ownership of a Southern-based
foods company and the trick-
le-down effect on both contract and
independent hog farmers, as well as
on some of the environmental
sustainability policies that Smith-
field supports. In North Carolina,
Smithfield is the primary player in
the hog industry and operates the
world’s largest pork processing

plant. Pig-Powered

Carbon Hoofprint

Kathleen Kirkham, director of corporate communications at
Smithfield Foods in Smithfield, Va., said the chief executive
officer of WH Group, Wan Long, made several promises to
Smithfield that certain practices, including strong efforts
regarding sustainability, wouldn’t change as a result of the
buyout.

“We believed him, but you’re also wondering, is this really
true?” Kirkham said. At this point, the company has not seen
any significant changes. “Our management teams are still in
place, and all of our policies are still in place, so from a
Smithfield standpoint, it’s sort of business as usual in the
United States.”

As the demand for pork is seeing an international upsurge,
led by China, the hog industry continues to consolidate,
putting profits into fewer pockets. The environmental effects
of hog production have occupied farmers, consumers and
legislators during the last few decades, and now the decisi-
ons about how to deal with these effects are in the hands of
fewer and larger corporations.

In light of consolidation across international markets and the
emergence of expensive technology that can convert hog
waste into renewable energy, the question becomes: Who
will be responsible for bringing waste management techno-
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When Chinese conglomerate WH Group bought Smithfield Foods in fall 2013,
the purchase brought public attention to the growing demand for pork on a
global scale.

The purchase also raised questions closer to the Smithfield, Va., home of the
well-known pork company. Observers mulled the international ownership of a
Southern-based foods company and the trickle-down effect on both contract
and independent hog farmers, as well as on some of the environmental sustai-
nability policies that Smithfield supports. In North Carolina, Smithfield is the
primary player in the hog industry and operates the world’s largest pork
processing plant.

Kathleen Kirkham, director of corporate communications at Smithfield Foods in
Smithfield, Va., said the chief executive officer of WH Group, Wan Long, made
several promises to Smithfield that certain practices, including strong efforts
regarding sustainability, wouldn’t change as a result of the buyout.

“We believed him, but you’re also wondering, is this really true?” Kirkham said.
At this point, the company has not seen any significant changes. “Our manage-
ment teams are still in place, and all of our policies are still in place, so from a
Smithfield standpoint, it’s sort of business as usual in the United States.”

As the demand for pork is seeing an international upsurge, led by China, the hog
industry continues to consolidate, putting profits into fewer pockets. The
environmental effects of hog production have occupied farmers, consumers and
legislators during the last few decades, and now the decisions about how to
deal with these effects are in the hands of fewer and larger corporations.

In light of consolidation across international markets and the emergence of
expensive technology that can convert hog waste into renewable energy, the
guestion becomes: Who will be responsible for bringing waste management
technology innovations to the North Carolina hog industry, and when?

By Dree Deacon

When Chinese conglomerate WH Group bought Smithfield Foods in fall 2013,
the purchase brought public attention to the growing demand for pork on a
global scale.

The purchase also raised questions closer to the Smithfield, Va., home of the
well-known pork company. Observers mulled the international ownership of a
Southern-based foods company and the trickle-down effect on both contract
and independent hog farmers, as well as on some of the environmental sustai-
nability policies that Smithfield supports. In North Carolina, Smithfield is the
primary player in the hog industry and operates the world’s largest pork
processing plant.

Kathleen Kirkham, director of corporate communications at Smithfield Foods in
Smithfield, Va., said the chief executive officer of WH Group, Wan Long, made
several promises to Smithfield that certain practices, including strong efforts
regarding sustainability, wouldn’t change as a result of the buyout.

“We believed him, but you’re also wondering, is this really true?” Kirkham said.
At this point, the company has not seen any significant changes. “Our manage-
ment teams are still in place, and all of our policies are still in place, so from a
Smithfield standpoint, it’s sort of business as usual in the United States.”

As the demand for pork is seeing an international upsurge, led by China, the hog
industry continues to consolidate, putting profits into fewer pockets. The
environmental effects of hog production have occupied farmers, consumers and
legislators during the last few decades, and now the decisions about how to
deal with these effects are in the hands of fewer and larger corporations.

In light of consolidation across international markets and the emergence of
expensive technology that can convert hog waste into renewable energy, the
question becomes: Who will be responsible for bringing waste management
technology innovations to the North Carolina hog industry, and when?
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Important Events in the History of
North Carolina Hog Farming >

North Carolina is one of the largest pork producers in the United States. Here's a look at
events that shaped the industry's growth
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